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Who are we? 

Bay County Veteransô Services is a 
department under the Human Resources 

Division. 

We have 3 counselors, a Senior Staff 
Assistant, and a County Veteransô Service 

Officer. 

Our Mission 

Our mission is not so far removed from what 
President Abraham Lincoln stated in his 
speech.  We are one of 67 offices 
throughout Florida that are here to provide 
dedicated service to all qualified Veterans 
and their dependents.  Ensuring that they 
are provided fair and just treatment in 
accordance with the published laws and 
regulations governing the U.S. Department 

of Veteransô Affairs. 

What service does this office perform? 

We are here to assist the Veterans and their 
families of Bay County by processing 
benefit claims, VA Health Care Eligibility, 
and any other Veterans benefits entitled to 
them through all Federal, State, and local 

agencies. 

It is also one of our front line tasks, to assist 

the area Homeless Veterans throughout the 
area to obtain VA Health Care and housing 

through the VA HUD/VASH Social Workers. 

Veterans Helping Veterans 

Our office serves on several boards in the 
local communities to include: Bay County 
Veteransô Council, Disadvantaged 
Transportation Board, Friends of Clifford 
Chester Sims Florida Veteransô Nursing 

Home, and Career Source Gulf Coast. 

We support the Board of Bay County 
Commission and the Bay County Veteransô 

Council with both the Memorial Day Service 
and the Veteransô Day Parade and 

Ceremony in Panama City. 

Each year, we have supported the 

Homeless Stand Down since its inception. 

We present programs to various civic 
organizations for Veterans and their families 
and the Florida Department of Correction 
facilities on what VA benefits are available 
to our incarcerated Veterans who are 

transitioning in the re-entry program. 

Bay County Veterans Services 
ñTo care for him who shall have borne the 

battle and for his widow and his orphan.ò  

 

This is a quote from Abraham Lincolnôs 

second inaugural address, March 4, 1865. 

 

These few words were the beginning of what 
we now recognize as the United States 

Department of Veteransô Affairs. 
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How does this help Bay County? 

The Veteran population of Bay County as of 2015 was over 
22,600.  This office in 2016 served a total of 5457 Bay 
County Veterans. The income from the VA for 
Compensation and Pension benefits alone for 2014-2015 
was just under $120 million.  This amount does not include 
GI Bill Education, VA Home Loans, VA Life Insurance or VA 
Health Care.  This is all tax free income that is spent on the 

local economy. 

What have we done lately? 

Some of our accomplishments this year have been to 
coordinate the partnership of the Board of Bay County 
Commissioners with the Panama City VET Center to 
recognize the Vietnam Era Veterans at a monthly 
Commission meeting by awarding them a certificate of 

appreciation and a lapel pin. 

We are also proud of our accomplishment of working with 
the Bay County Transit Department and the VA Gulf Coast 
Health Care to establish a new Trolley route to the new 

Panama City Beach VA Outpatient Clinic. 

What does the future hold? 

Bay County is growing by leaps and bounds and so is its 
Veterans population.  It is our resolve to stay abreast of the 
changes both in our population and the changes that the VA 
is instituting in their effort to assist the Veterans in an 

accurate and timely manner. 

Never forget. 

If you can read this, thank a teacher.  For every other 
freedom in this nation, thank a Veteran.  

 

ñTo care for him who shall have borne the battle  

and for his widow and his orphan.ò 

Bay County Veterans Services 

The ceremony, a tribute to the men and women who 
have served our great nation and have given their 
lives; the ultimate sacrifice to protect the freedoms that 
our country hold so dear.  We remember their sacrifice 
and reflect the great cost of freedom. 

 

 

The agenda for the ceremony is as follows: 

 

¶ Welcome by Lt./Col. Bill Gobat, Master of Ceremonies. 

¶ Invocation by Phil Edwards, Pastor of First Assembly of 

God. 

¶ Presentation of Colors by Color Guard of Mosley High 

School Marine       Corps JROTC. 

¶ Pledge of Allegiance led by Bill Gobat. 

¶ National Anthem by Jesselyn Dudinsky, student at Troy 

University. 

¶ Wreath Presentation by Marine Corps League, 

Detachment 065. 

¶ Roll Call & Honor Walk by Veterans Organizations, 

Units/Troops. 

¶ God Bless America by Jesselyn Dudinksy. 

¶ Recognition of Special Guest, widows, mothers and 

parents of deceased Veterans. 

¶ Guest Speaker, Cdr Douglas W. Huggan, Commanding 

Officer, Naval Support Activity Panama City. 

¶ Benediction by Pastor Phil Edwards. 

¶ Twenty-One Gun Salute by the Gulf State Guards, Inc. 

¶ Taps performed by Stewart Corbin, Orchestra member 

of First Baptist Church of PC. 

¶ Flyover by 325th FW Tyndall Air Force Base. 

¶ Closing Remarks / Dismissal by Bill Gobat.  

Memorial Day Observance 
Monday, May 29, 2017 @ 10:00 A.M.  

Kent Forest Lawn Cemetery  

Sponsored By: 

Bay County Board of County Commissioners 

& 

Bay County Veterans Council 
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The Tax Collectorôs Office has launched a New Website- 

www.BayTaxCollector.com  

 We look forward to keeping the public informed of deadlines and 
important information through this communications channel. 

Please check out the site.  

The Tax Collectorôs Office  

is gearing up to begin offering  

Concealed Weapon License  
Application Intake  

in the Government Services 
Center Office. The service will 
begin being offered in June. It 

will be an  

appointment only service.  

To learn more about the 
requirements for obtaining a 

Concealed Weapon License, visit:  

www.freshfromflorida.com/
#Concealed-Weapons. 

Save Yourself A 

Trip To The Bank!  

If you are located near any of 
the four Tax Collectorôs  

Office locations, an added 
convenience has moved a little 
closer to you. ATM machines 
are now located in each lobby 
of the Tax Collectorôs Office. 

 Please feel free to utilize  

this convenience.  

The Tax Collectors Office,  

located in the  

Government Center, has an  

ATM machine, !!!  

http://www.BayTaxCollector.com
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/#Concealed-Weapons
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/#Concealed-Weapons
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During the month of April, Bay County 
Career and Volunteer Firefighters 
engaged in a Firefighter Combat 
Challenge. Firefighting is both physically 
and mentally demanding. As a 
department, it is our goal to be prepared 
for these demands by training in realistic 

situations. 

ñFirefighting is one of the most physically 
demanding jobs there are and heart 
disease is the number 1 killer of 
firefighters. My helmet is off to those in 
our profession who keep physical fitness 
at the forefront,ò said Chief of Emergency 
Services Mark Bowen. ñThey set great 

examples for all of us. Only by preserving 
our own lives can we expect to save the 

life of another.ò 

The challenge tests the strength and 

endurance of fire fighters as they run 

 a prescribed course in the shortest  

time possible. The agility and  

strength competition simulates victim  

rescue, forcible entry, carrying and 
hoisting weighted packages, running 
stairs and around obstacles and 
maneuvering and handling fully-charged 

water hoses. 

The course consists of five maneuvers: 

¶Run up four flights of stairs carrying a 42

-pound bundle, and then store the 
bundle. Hoist up the same tower a 45-

pound bundle on rope.  

¶Run down the tower stairs. 

¶Swing a nine-pound mallet moving a 

160-pound steel I-beam on a Keiser sled 

back five feet. 

¶Pick up and run forward 75 feet with a 

fully charged water hose and open the 

hose. Close off hose fully. 

¶Pick up 175-pound dummy and carry 

backward 105 feet. 

The challenge was coordinated by Capt. 
Wayne Gilmore. Our thanks to Gulf Coast 
State College for allowing use the use of 

their training grounds and tower. 

Bay County  

Emergency Services 


